
Swiss Conquest of Nemo Point! 

On 23rd November 2017 at 06.30 UTC (22.11.2017 at 22.30 local time) the Swiss flag has been put on 
Nemo Point (48° 52,52914' S - 123° 23,60116' W) from aboard S/Y 'Ata'Ata, Basel, Switzerland, together 
with pennants of the Fadanautic Adventure Team of Neuchâtel, Switzerland and of Otago Yacht Club of 
Dunedin, New Zealand. 

The monument carrying these emblems includes as well signposts, which in future will make orientation in 
this desert but emblematic area of the Pacific Ocean much easier! The shown directions are Raiatea 
(French Polynesia - 2359 nm), Dunedin (New Zealand - 2612 nm), Neuchâtel (Switzerland - 8402 nm), 
Rosendale (NY, USA - 6012 nm), Calice Ligure (Italy - 8801 nm) and Heiligenhafen (Germany - 9112 nm). 

The launching operation carried out with 
a wind of 30 kts from N-point-W, with an 
average current of 0.25 kt towards 
NNW, due to which the launching point 
had to be moved from Nemo Point by 
0,15417 NM (285.5 m) to SSE. At Nemo 
Point the Pacific Ocean is 4100 m deep, 
to which 12,42 m had to be added in 
order to take in account the oblique 
descent angle enforced by the 
prevailing current, as well as half a 
wave height, incidentally 2,5 m. The 
monument has been designed to 
perform the descent down to the ground 
in 37 minutes and its special shape has 
been calculated by engineer Allan Craig 
to ensure during the descent a steady 
helicoidal motion (self spinning) in order 
to maintain both stability and dissuasion 
of possible troublemaking onlookers. 
The very high building precision was of utmost importance, since with a total of 442¾ spins (including 2½ 
spins due to the oblique descent) the monument had to touch the ground of Nemo Point in the exact 
position ensuring precision of the directions indicated by the signposts. The tiniest imprecision would have 
required a slightly problematic... later adjustment! 

The monument has been built by Steel Constructions A.C., Dunedin (NZ), under supervision of Welding 
Agency Gibbs, Vatt, Ian & Co. Meant to withstand to its environment's aggressions for some centuries, the 
art work respects obviously the international norms for prevention of sea pollution. Consequently the steel 

monument didn't receive any 
coating, but the colours of its 
emblems have been outlined 
according to the heraldry code, in 
silver, gules, azure, vert, as well 
as sable on golden ground for the 
signposts.   

 
 

 

 

 

Launching at Nemo Point on 23.11.2017 


