
Otago Yacht Club Prize Giving 2018-2018 Season 
 

Otago Yachts Person of the year. 

 

Phil Heseltine 

 

Nomination for the 2018 Otago Yachtsperson of the year, from the BBBC committee. 

 

Phil Heseltine, skipper and owner of Noelex 25 Simba, member of the Broad Bay Boating Club 

 

National Champion of the 2018 Noelex 25 National Championships held at Port Chalmers 

Yacht Club in lower Portobello Bay on 10-12 February 2018.  

  

 

Great crew work and a little local knowledge was the secret to consistency on the water 

throughout the three-day regatta. 

Phil and the crew of Simba won two first placings and three second placings on the first day. 

This set them up with a great advantage for the total of nine races in the championship. 

 

New sails obviously worked a treat but you don’t win a national title without great crew work 

so I would like to mention crew too; Aaron Hawkins, and father and son Greg and Jack 

Densem. It was the first time this crew had won a national title. Well done indeed. 

  

  



2018 Otago Yachting Administrator of the Year. 

 

Grant Innes, Otago Harbour Race Officer 
 

Nomination from Frank McCarthy Commodore Otago yacht Club 

 
 

Grant’s key attributes as a race officer and reason he was nominated for the award are as 

follows. 

 

- Grant is dedicated in his role as RO making himself available to yachting clubs on the Otago 

Harbour for club racing, regional events and national events. 

-In 2017/2018 season just past Grant performed as RO at PCYC and OYC club racing, The 

Sunburst nationals, The Festival Regatta, The Masters Games, and the Noelex 25 national 

Champs. 

 

- The professionalism Grant gives in this role is worth noting along with his ability to mentor 

and teach those assisting at these events. 

- Grant’s nature is such that he has the full respect of all participants who at times can be 

challenging and resolves conflict issues with integrity and civility when placed in this situation. 

 

- Grant’s role is purely voluntary, time consuming yet his passion in seeing others enjoying 

the sport is foremost. 

- Without Grant’s participation several clubs on the Otago Harbour would find it difficult to 

organise and run events. 

 

Keep coming back Grant sailing on Otago Harbour is very grateful for your expertise and 

effort. 

 
 


