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Subject: Dark Sun: Te Rapunga and the Quest of George
Dibbern
Speaker: Erika Grundmann
Author, Erika Grundmann will be entertaining
us with tales of her ten years researching
yachtsman George Dibbern culminating in the
publication of her book Dark Sun. “This book
recounts the life of German-born Georg
Johann Dibbern (1889-1962)—the
controversial, free-spirited vagabond, visionary
sailor-philosopher, author of Quest, friend of American writer Henry Miller
—and of the extraordinary women (like Dibbern ahead of their time) who shared his life.
Refusing to live as a sheep in the herd he defied conventionality and broke free in 1930,
with his conscience as his only guide. He took a stand against Nazism, in 1937 creating
his own flag, then his own passport which was notarized in San Francisco, USA, in 1940.
With these symbols of his personal beliefs, admired by some, scorned by others, he dared
to sail his 32 foot ketch Te Rapunga (the third of eighteen steps in the New Zealand Maori
creation myth, that pre-dawn, dark sun moment signifying “longing” or “seeking”) in his
mission to build bridges of international brotherhood and friendship—not without
consequences to himself (including a second internment in New Zealand) and to the family
he left behind in Germany”. - detail taken from www.georgedibbern.com
The yacht Te Rapunga is currently in Tasmania under restoration. Some of you may
remember that Bob & Rosemary Clarkson owned Te Rapunga for 10 years and she has
sailed in our waters. Erika will have a sample copy of her book “Dark Sun” with her and
details of how we can order copies. Dark Sun isbn 0-908990-93-6
We look forward to seeing you on the 01 March 2019. Pre-dinner drinks from 5:30pm &
dinner at 6:30pm.
An invitation will be going out to all the other Yacht Clubs on the harbour to join us to listen
to Erika, and, if they wish, join us for dinner.
Please contact Ann (oyc.social@gmail.com) by Tuesday evening (26 February 2019) with
numbers for dinner and any specific dietary requirements.

